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Trade Name Registration

What isatradename?

A tradenameisany nameusedinthecourseof
businessthat doesnotincludethefull legal nameof
all theownersof thebusiness.

Inthecaseof alimited partnershipor acorporation,
itisany namethat differsinany respectfromthe
nameregisteredwiththe Secretary of State(see
exampleonreverse).

If youareusingyour personal nameinyour business
name, you may or may not havetoregister. Please
seethereversefor examples.

What isthepur pose of tradenamer egistration?
Thetradenameregistration providesarecordof all
ownersof abusiness. Thisinformationisprovidedto
thepublicif requested.

Registeringyour tradenamedoesnot protect the
namefromuseby others. Therighttouseatrade
namebel ongstotheonewhofirst usesitinconnec-
tionwiththeir business.

Informationontradenameprotectioncanbefoundin
Chapter 19.80.010RCW:; Chapter 130 Washington
Laws, 1984; and the court case Fossvs.
Culberton, 17 Wash.2d 610, 136 P.2d 711 (1943).

Why should | register my tradename?

Y oushouldregister your tradenamebecauseif you
donot do so, you cannot bringalawsuit on behal f of
your business. Thismeansalawsuitfor any purpose,
not just suitsrelatedto useof thebusinessname.

How dol register my tradename?
Tradenamesareregistered usingtheMaster Appli-
cation. Simply list eachnameyouwanttoregisterin
the Feessection on pageoneof theMaster Applica-
tion. Thereisa$5feefor eachnameyouregister.

How do| search todetermineif abusinessname
isavailable?
Master License Servicehasthemost extensivestate
listing of businessnames. Torequest asearchcall
1-900-463-6000. Thechargeis$4.95for thefirst
minuteand $.50for each additional minute. Y oumay
alsomail uptothreenamesearcheswitha$4.00fee
to:

Department of Licensing

Master LicenseService

PO Box 9048

OlympiaWA 98507-9048

TheOfficeof the Secretary of State'sTrademark
Divisionhascorporationnames, trademark and
servicemarksthat areregisteredinthisstate.
Contact their officeat (360) 753-7120.

TheU.S. Patent and Trademark Officehasfederally
reserved namesat 1-800-786-9199 or at:
WWW.uspto.gov/

TheWashington Department of Revenuestate
businessrecords databaseat: www.dor.wa.gov

TheWashington L abor and IndustrieshasBuilding
Contractor namesat: www.Ini.wa.gov

What dol doif I'mnolonger usingatrade
name?
Y oucancancel atradenameby writing al etter
requestingthecancellationandsendingtheletter to
theaddressbelow. Thereisnochargefor cancelinga
tradename.

Department of Licensing

Master LicenseService

PO Box 9034

OlympiaWA 98507-9034

The Department of Licensing has a policy of providing equal access to its services.
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If you need special accommodation, please call (360) 664-1400 or TTY (360) 664-8885.



B U S

I N E S S B U

TRADE NAME EXAMPLES

Corporations/Limited Liability Companies/Limited Partnerships

Name Registered with Sec. of State

Possible Business Names

Ginger’s Sweets Emporium, Inc.

Do Not Need to Register

Do Need to Register

Ginger’s Sweets Emporium, Inc.

Ginger’s Sweets Emporium
Ginger’s Sweets

Ginger’s Emporium
Ginger's

Sweets Emporium

Sole Proprietor Using Personal Name

Full Legal Name

Possible Business Names

Do Not Need to Register

Do Need to Register

John J. Jones John J. Jones John Jones Johnny’s
John J. Jones CPA Johnny Jones JJ’s
John J. Jones Construction J.J. Jones Johnny Jones & Company
John J. Jones Enterprises Jones John J. Jones & Associates
John’s
Johnny Jones Johnny Jones John Jones Johnny’s
Johnny Jones CPA John J. Jones JJ’s
Johnny Jones Construction J.J. Jones Johnny Jones & Company
Johnny Jones Enterprises Jones' Johnny Jones & Associates
John’s
J.J. Jones J. J. Jones John Jones Johnny’s
J. J. Jones, CPA John J. Jones JJ’s
J. J. Jones Construction Johnny Jones J.J. Jones & Company
J. J. Jones Enterprises Jones' J.J. Jones & Associates
John's

Partners Using Personal Names

Full Legal Name

Possible Business Names

Michael Smith & John Jones

Do Not Need to Register

Do Need to Register

Michael Smith & John Jones

Michael Smith & John Jones, CPASs
Michael Smith & John Jones Construction
Michael Smith & John Jones Enterprises

Mike Smith & John Jones

M. Smith & J. Jones

Smith & Jones

Michael & John

M&J

S&J

Michael Smith, John Jones & Company
Michael Smith, John Jones & Associates
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